
for SATB

i went fishing with 
my family when i 

was five



The text for i went fishing with my 
family when i was five was written 
by Tao Lin (www.taolin.info/) and is 
set and reproduced here with the 
kind permission of the author.

Duration: 9-10'



i went fishing with my family when i was five
Tao Lin

when i was five 
i went fishing with my family
my dad caught a turtle
my mom caught a snapper
my brother caught a crab
i caught a whale

that night we ate crab
the next night we ate turtle
the next night we ate snapper
the next night we ate whale
the next night we ate whale
the next night we ate whale
the next night we ate whale
the next night we ate whale
the next night we ate whale
the next night we ate whale

(in the original the last line repeats a further 3995 times)



Generally, emphasis of individual 
words in a traditionally studied/
choral manner is to be avoided. A 
plainer, more casual tone is 
preferred, as exemplified in the two 
(rather than three) syllable “fam’ly” 
in bar 4. However, this is not true of 
ten instances (bars 8, 41, 43, 55, 
89, 102, 110, 114, 118 and 120), in 
which a word’s last phoneme is 
given its own note. In these bars the 
indicated phoneme should be 
over-enunciated in a reasonably 
dramatic manner, drawing attention 
to its unnatural pronunciation.

The dynamic indications in the piece 
are to be interpreted un-
operatically, and should instead be 
understood as relational ‘volumes’, 
rather than expressive indications.

Directions for Performance
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